
 

 

Circular No – 039/2026 

 

Date: 30-06-2026 

 
To 

All Members of The Association 

 

NEWS REPORT  

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA REVIEWING MINIMUM WAGE 

NOTIFICATION DATED 22.05.2026  

 

1. Members are aware that the Karnataka Employers' Association (KEA) has 

filed Writ Petition No. 16145/2026 (L-MW) before the Hon'ble High Court of 

Karnataka. This petition challenges the final notification dated 22.05.2026, 

under which huge increase in minimum wages was made across scheduled 

employments. The matter is currently pending adjudication. As noted in our 

previous Circular Nos. 032/2026 (dated 02.06.2026) and 037/2026 (dated 

09.06.2026), our application for interim stay relief is also awaiting 

consideration.  

2. A news report in today's edition of The Hindu indicates that the Government 

of Karnataka is considering reviewing these revised minimum wages. The 

Labour Department has reportedly been instructed to draft a Cabinet Note 

on this matter. According to the report, this proposal follows intense 

pushback from industry bodies regarding the steep wage hikes and certain 

procedural irregularities in issuing the notification. 



3. Members may please note that this update is currently based solely on 

media reports. The State Government has not issued an official notification, 

Government Order (GO), or Cabinet decision to withdraw, modify, or 

suspend the final notification dated 22.05.2026.  

4. Consequently, the legal challenge initiated by Karnataka Employer’s 

Association remains fully active and pending before the Hon'ble High Court. 

We are closely tracking all executive and judicial developments and will 

update members as formal changes occur. 

News Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/state-

government-to-revisit-minimum-wages-notified-for-84-scheduled-

employments/article71162123.ece 

For KARNATAKA EMPLOYERS’ ASSOCIATION 

       Sd/  
[B C Prabhakar] 

                     President 
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